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The Hay Report is produced for Dairy Australia by the Australian Fodder 
Industry Association (AFIA) – the national independent voice for the Australian 
fodder industry which connects the entire supply chain from seed to feed.  
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NATIONAL SUMMARY 

Driving Prices Up 

– Significant flooding in northern New South Wales and Queensland has damaged summer crops 

and on farm fodder stores.  

– A lack of clear weather, across a number of regions, is hampering early autumn hay production. 

– There are reports some transport companies are applying a 5 - 10% fuel levy. Some hay 

growers, who deliver locally, have indicated they will raise cartage fees by up to 50 cents per 

kilometre or will apply a fuel surcharge of up to 10%, to cover increased fuel costs.  

– Overseas conflict, rising prices for fuel, fertilisers and pest management chemicals are expected 

to impact the new cropping season. Grain and hay growers will choose crop varieties and make 

sowing plans to manage increased production costs and reduce risk. 

– There is increasing demand for good quality cereal hay and vetch hay. However, supplies of 

both are low. Some farmers may be looking to purchase lucerne to fill the protein gap. 

– With increased restocking, increased stock values and continued demand for Australian red 

meat, more cattle are being finished through feedlot options.  

Driving Prices Down 

– Recent rainfall has boosted pasture growth, alleviating the need for farmers to provide 

supplementary feed. Many growers in the southern states have been looking to seed ryegrasses 

and other pastures to utilise good soil moisture levels and milder temperatures. 

– Varied qualities of fodder are currently on the market. New season hay quality is being impacted 

by continuing rain events across most states. 

– Growers with lower grade hay stacked outside are expected to look to trade this in the coming 

months. 

Local News 

– The Darling Downs and northeast New South Wales regions, in particular Lismore, has been 

impacted by heavy rainfall and flooding. The full extent of damage and loss is to be assessed in 

the coming weeks once property is more accessible. Further heavy rainfalls have been predicted 

in coming days. 

– Farmers and growers surrounding the areas of Gympie, Fassifern Valley and the north coast of 

New South Wales continue to coordinate hay donations to support farmers with livestock 

affected by the floods in these regions. Hay and silage are being donated with fundraisers to 

support high fuel costs to transport the feed into the area.   

– Availability of pasture will keep the fodder trade minimal, however, this is often expected for this 

time of year. There is growing demand for high quality cereal hay, however supply is low. 

– In Queensland, Fall Armyworm monitoring and management is well-underway.  

– Summer rain throughout New South Wales, combined with continued warm weather, has 

supported grass growth, but any summer coastal hay production continues to be hindered by 

lack of consecutive clear days to support drying and baling. 

– Lack of rain in southwest Victoria, and some parts of South Australia and Tasmania, are driving 

some early enquiries from those looking to secure feed allotments for winter.  

– Buyers are encouraged to feed test and view fodder before purchasing to be sure of the quality 

of the feed. 
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Regional Commentary 

Atherton Tablelands 

– Hay production has been supported by a week of clear weather. Growers expect to be able to 

bale and get hay into storage. 

– Rising fuel prices are also expected to impact hay production and local transport costs. Sources 

suggest as the cost of production increases this season, maize plantings are likely to be below 

previous years. 

– Fall armyworm control is being undertaken across the region. This is another cost which 

impacted maize plantings. 

– Some silage has been cut this week. 

– Weather conditions have supported growers to bale rhodes grass, with consecutive days to 

allow for drying. 

– Small amounts of trade continue locally for farmers weaning cattle. Some areas reporting drier 

conditions so fodder trade is expected to increase in the coming months. 

– Increase to prices. 

– Pasture (Rhodes Grass) hay: +/-0 ($300 to $400/t). Prices increased. 

– Please note: Hay in the Atherton Tablelands is traditionally priced at $/bale, so it is important to 

check bale weights for conversion. The price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with 

the price range generally indicative of quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing 

of fodder before purchase to be sure of the quality of feed. 

 

Darling Downs 

– No significant rainfall across the region this week.  

– Damage assessments are ongoing after the flooding in some regions.  

– Demand has been increasing with Vetch and Cereal Hay, mainly Oaten, being the most sought 

after as farmers look to ongoing need over the coming months.  

– Fuel prices continue to be high; we are likely to see freight pricing increase.  

– Some growers are considering taking advantage of the good moisture and will look to plant early 

winter crops.  

– Slight change to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($255 to $275/t). Prices up slightly this week  

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($380 to $420/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Straw: +/-0 ($70 to $90/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($200 to $240/t) Prices remain steady this week.  

– Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 
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North Coast NSW 

– Lismore recorded significant rain during February, with the majority falling at the end of the 

month. During March, in a single event, Lismore and the surrounding area received 750 – 

1000mm of rain. Heavy falls of rain are expected in coming days which will hamper recovery. 

– There is evidence of significant damage to farming properties and loss of conserved on farm 

fodder from heavy rainfall, flooding and associated mud across the region. 

– Demand is being filled by hay/silage donations and Government supported emergency fodder 

programs to those livestock producers affected by flooding. Many remain in urgent need of good 

quality feed. Additional hay will continue to be required for an extended period until viable grass 

returns.  

– Assistance and further information can be accessed through the New South Wales Government 

portals.  

– https://www.nsw.gov.au/floods 

– https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/floods/financial-assistance 

– No changes to pricing this week as most hay is being donated. 

– Cereal hay, straw, and lucerne prices quoted are for supplies to be carted into the region. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($200 to $260/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($380 to $430/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($100 to $150/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($190 to $220/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

 

Central West NSW 

– There was some light rain across the parts of the region this week.  

– Hay production conditions are good in some regions. However, some of this is will be set aside 

to replace stores lost or damaged due to flooding and will not be available for trade.  

– Input costs are a cause for concern, specifically rising fuel costs.  

– Some trade occurring into the central coast, primarily dairy farmers needing cereal hay, to 

support stock recovering from the wet conditions.  

– No changes to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($170 to $210/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($300 to $340/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Straw: +/-0 ($60 to $80/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($160 to $200/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 
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Bega Valley 

– Light rain fell across the region this week. 

– Growers are expecting the good season forecast to continue as long as weather conditions 

remain favourable. 

– Inquiries for hay are picking up slightly. Farmers are starting to fill sheds to get them through the 

winter months  

– Good paddock feed available for stock following the recent rain and encouraging growing 

conditions.  

– No changes to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($270 to $300/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($480 to $520/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Straw: +/-0 ($200 to $220/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($330 to $360/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed.  

 

Goulburn/Murray Valley 

– No significant rainfall in the region this week  

– Growers in some regions looking for a couple of dry weeks to finish hay program.  

– Break from the rain allowed for production of Lucerne with little or no weather damage.  

– Sowing program on track in most regions with drier conditions, some reports of dust on top but 

good subsoil moisture.  

– Increased production costs, such as rising fuel and fertiliser prices are a concern for many 

growers.  

– No changes to pricing this week  

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($170 to $200/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($380 to $400/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Straw: +/-0 ($70 to $100/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($210 to $250/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed.  
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Gippsland 

– No significant rainfall this week, with a few light falls in the last few days.  

– Inquiries for hay are picking up slightly heading into the cooler months. Farmers are expected to 

want to increased fodder stored on farm to get them through the winter months.  

– There is some interest from small feed-lotters for feed mixes.  

– There is some concern regarding the increasing input costs as growers look to the sowing 

schedule. However, as most fodder trade is local, fuel costs are not expected to have a 

significant impact on freight costs although production costs will be affected.  

– Some growers are looking to take advantage of good soil moisture and suitable weather 

conditions to seed ryegrasses.  

– No changes to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($200 to $240/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($530 to $550/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Straw: +/-0 ($80 to $100/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($90 to $110/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

 

Southwest Victoria 

– No significant rainfall over most of the region this week.  

– Growers are now looking for steady weather conditions to optimise sowing program plans.  

– Many farmers have good fodder stores leading into the cooler season.  

– There is some trade into the region of cereal and vetch hay for pre-committed clients, primarily 

dairy farms.  

– Trade remains minimal in most areas with some inquires for silage and grass hay. However, the 

consensus is demand over the coming months will be for high protein hay and good quality 

cereal hay with price expected to reflect quality.  

– As with most regions, cost of production is a concern.  

– No changes to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($180 to $220/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($330 to $380/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Straw: +/-0 ($80 to $100/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($150 to $180/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 
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Southeast South Australia 

– On average 75mm of rain has been recorded for the year so far, but falls have been variable 

across the region due to inconsistent thunderstorm activity.  

– Subsoil moisture is supporting early autumn pasture growth for many across the region. 

– Ongoing autumn rain will be needed to maintain pasture growth. 

– Small amounts of straw have been baled this season to continue filling contracts for livestock 

bedding and mushroom farmers. 

– Most cereal hay should be of good quality, particularly later cut hay. Low volume but steady 

sales. 

– Due to wet weather during the early hay season, some producers swapped to silage production 

to maintain quality. Hay supplies are therefore lower than average. 

– Slight increasing to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/- ($200 to $230/t). Prices have increased this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($330 to $350/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($100 to $120/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($180 to $220/t). Prices have increased this week. 

– Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

 

Central South Australia 

– Early January rain provided initial subsoil moisture and many growers are now waiting for the 

autumn break. Some areas within the region, such as Yorke Penninsula, have received two to 

three falls of between 12-14 mm of rain since January. Others have not received regular rainfall. 

– Summer weeds continue to require management, gypsum/lime is being spread in preparation for 

sowing which will commence in mid to late April. 

– Straw is currently being spread on salty areas and sand hill country. Straw supplies are low. 

– Early March has remained a slow time for domestic hay trade.  Enquiries are increasing and 

there is increased straw and hay movement for equine customers and sheep farmers across the 

Mallee region. Further fodder movement is expected over the next two months as paddock feed 

dries. 

– Slight increases for high quality cereal hay this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($190 to $240/t). Prices have increased. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($390 to $420/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($90 to $150/t). Prices have increased. 

– Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 
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Southwest Western Australia  

– No rain over the past week for the region but there are good falls predicted for the coming days.  

– Many growers are looking for good rainfall over the coming month to improve subsoil in 

preparation of new season plantings.  

– Increasing world market demand and high prices for grain, particularly canola, may impact 

decisions regarding hectares allocated to hay production.  

– Mice activity may require management. Growers are being asked to remain vigilant and monitor 

numbers in order to implement any required baiting programs at sowing. 

– Plenty of supply of lower quality, weather damaged hay. 

– Slight decreases in price for last season’s product.   

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($200 to $250/t). Price range has dropped this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($450 to $490/t). Price range remains steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($100 to $120/t). Price range has dropped. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($160 to $180/t). Price range has dropped. 

– Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

 

Northwest Tasmania 

– Moderate rainfall across some regions, 10-15mm falling late in the week.  

– Weather conditions trending back towards average this week with lower than expected minimum 

and maximum temperatures. Some good subsoil moisture reported however in general there will 

need additional rainfall to prevent deterioration.  

– Input costs continue to rise with fuel and fertiliser being the areas of most concern.  

– Inquiries into lucerne and grass silage in some areas.  

– Hay sales are still slow, as most farmers are producing what they require in the short term. 

However, a continued lack of rain may see demand rise, particularly leading into the cooler 

months.  

– No changes to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($240 to $260/t) Prices remain steady this week.  

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($290 to $340/t) Prices remain steady this week.  

– Straw: +/-0 ($150 to $200/t) Prices remain steady this week.  

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($190 to $230/t) Prices remain steady this week.  

– Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed.  
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