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NATIONAL SUMMARY 

Driving Prices Up 

– Scarcity of good quality older hay continues to be reported, and the forecasts for reduced hay 

production in the upcoming season continue. 

– Growers are factoring in rising production and on-going input costs into the value of their 

harvest, and are in some cases producing to order for existing customers willing to enter into 

longer term contracts. 

– Growers are responding to the adverse conditions late in the season and are updating their 

production choices, this has led to a high number spraying out or ploughing in vetch crops, 

which will significantly impact availability of good quality protein hay. 

– Reports that some growers are applying a premium to small or short term deliveries to offset 

input costs.   

– Demand continues from livestock and feedlots for hay and straw to add bulk to currently 

available green feed in some regions. 

– Farmers, especially dairy farmers, are actively securing supplies of Protein Hay due to the 

prediction for lower production and lower quality by the end of the year. 

Driving Prices Down 

– Good spring pasture growth continues across areas which have had excellent rainfall and follow 

up warmer days to promote high quality green feed.  This has seen a reduction in the demand 

for supplemental feeding. 

– The supply of lower quality, mostly unshedded, older season hay came on to the market due to 

the scarcity of high quality supplies. This hay was traded at a lower price point as growers 

cleared space for the new season.  

– Donations of hay, silage and straw of varying quality were sent to flood affected regions, this 

along with stock losses, reduced the demand in those areas. 

Local News 

– The Bureau of Meteorology’s (BOM’s) ENSO Outlook has been raised to show an established 

La Niña. Tropical Pacific sea surface temperatures have been cooling since June and are now at 

La Niña thresholds. The models indicate this La Niña event may peak during the spring and 

return to neutral conditions early in 2023.  

– With moisture profiles are already at saturation point and the bureau’s outlook for a wet 

spring/summer firming the elevated flood risk remains for eastern Australia.  

– Rain continues to fall on the hay growing areas of the east coast. The rain falls are consistent 

each week without allowing for extended periods of sunshine to enable curing and baling of high 

quality product for the new season. 

– Reports of smaller hay and fodder plantings earlier in the year as growers chose to take 

advantage of predicted global grain and oilseed prices to offset higher input costs has led to the 

conclusion that there may be a shortage of high-quality spring hay and silage this season. 

– The news that Bali is reporting no cases of Foot and Mouth Disease in the lead up to the G20 

meeting in Indonesia is a cause from concern for farmers as the impression is that this news is 

not factual and may result in a slackening of the measures to prevent the disease reaching 

Australia.  
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– With the fuel excise reduction being removed this week, the costs of diesel will rise adding to the 

already high production costs for fodder. 

– Buyers are encouraged to feed test and view fodder before purchase to be sure of the quality of 

feed. 

Regional Commentary 

Atherton Tablelands 

– Light rainfall across the region with most clear days interspersed with light showers which is 

causing some issues with fresh cut hay. Temperatures are trending upwards throughout the 

region. 

– Hay has been being cut across the region when days are clear with growers taking advantage of 

any opportunity to get on the fields. However this has been followed up by low level rains which 

have been enough to wet the hay. This has led to wet harvesting which has seen some hay 

being reduced in quality and therefore being sold as mulch rather than as feed quality. 

– Hay shortages are expected as the season progresses as a number of growers chose to spread 

the risk and plant other crops rather than invest in the high cost of hay production without 

guaranteed return. 

– Fuel prices have stabilised at the bowser at around $2.09 per litre. However with the fuel excise 

now removed growers are expecting the full 25c per litre to be passed on to them in the coming 

week. Some growers are reducing the amount of fuel they buy on average to spread out the 

costs and therefore have reduced fuel stocks on farm. 

– Urea prices have remained high currently averaging $1,500 per tonne, with blended costing 

even higher. Liquid fertilizer shuttles have increase in price from around $4,500 to $6,500 which 

while cost effective is a substantial initial outlay. 

– Hay has been moving a little more across the region, mostly heading west with a higher 

frequency of trucks seen carting hay, however the price point remains static. There is the belief 

this will continue until storms hit and then trade will come to a halt. 

– No change to pricing this week even with an increase in trade, though enquiries remain fairly 

low. Growers are indicating input costs require a price rise to maintain interest in producing hay 

and fodder. Demand expected to increase in coming months. 

– Pasture (Rhodes Grass) hay: +/-0 ($300 to $400/t). Prices remain steady. 

Please note: Hay in the Atherton Tablelands is traditionally priced at $/bale, so it is important to 

check bale weights for conversion. The price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the 

price range generally indicative of quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of 

fodder before purchase to be sure of the quality of feed. 

Darling Downs 

– Dry and clear across most of the region with falls of 10-15mm of rain on average for the week, 

though temperatures are still trending below average. 

– The overall observations from the region are that almost every stream is running, and dams are 

full. The crops are wet and therefore there is a considerable harvest risk ahead with concern 

about the protein levels in these crops. 

– While stripe rust has been widely reported and mitigated where possible across the region, there 

are also reports of crown rot affecting crops which has not been expected given the conditions. 

– Whilst the overall wet conditions are causing concerns for many growers and producers across 

the region, there are areas which are usually low rainfall and are seeing good growing conditions 
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with the promise of exceptional yields. However there are still concerns in relation to the cooler 

temperatures and finishing off the crop. 

– Enquiries have stabilised at a relatively low level as the availability of green feed has eased the 

most pressing requirements, though feedlots are still sourcing where they can. Hay and silage 

growers are out on paddocks further south. As has been the pattern good quality old season hay 

is still sought but most enquiries are in relation to the new season. 

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($240 to $270/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($380 to $420/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($75 to $135/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($220 to $250/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

North Coast NSW 

– Moderate to heavy falls across the region over the last week, with most areas seeing high 

rainfall totals. Some areas reporting double or more of their annual rainfall has fallen in the first 9 

months of the year. Colder temperatures are also being reported. 

– Across the region there is considerable road damage and a lack of housing. The inability for 

many to access consistent or ongoing assistance to recover is causing considerable issues 

throughout the flood affected areas. 

– Many paddocks are now inaccessible due to the on-going rains and riverine flooding which has 

occurred across the region, concerns regarding the yield quality and the future return on many 

crops are foremost in the minds of many growers. 

– Flood-affected farmers can call the Department of Primary Industries’ emergency hotline on 

1800 814 647 to request assistance or further information can be accessed through the online 

portals: 

– https://www.nsw.gov.au/floods 

– https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/floods/financial-assistance 

– Few enquiries have been noted due to the continuing rain conditions and flooding. Most either 

have no hay for sale or if they do are having issues in relation to moving supplies due to road 

closures or damage. Donations are still supplying a fair proportion of the market but are being 

accepted at whatever quality can be obtained.  

– No change to prices this week 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($260 to $340/t). Prices steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($400 to $550/t). Prices steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($110 to $220/t). Prices steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($200 to $280/t). Prices steady this week. 

Please note: Cereal hay, straw, and lucerne prices should be considered as a bookmark rather 

than a reflection of the local trade due to the reliance on donations and current conditions. We 

recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of the quality of feed. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/floods
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/floods/financial-assistance
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Central West NSW 

– Light to moderate rainfall this week with averages of 25-30mm of rain.  However even moderate 

rainfall is leading to standing water as the soil profiles are full. 

– Many paddocks which have been flooded due to the ongoing rainfall, had plantings expected to 

take place next week. This is now being postponed or in some extreme cases where standing 

water has been ongoing being cancelled and the fields left fallow to be assessed once the 

conditions improve significantly. 

– For those paddocks that are wet but still salvageable, some growers are looking to use aerial 

sowing to reduce paddock damage and possible safety issues in relation to bogging. However 

there have been some traditionally sown corn plantings taking place in the north part of the 

region on well drained soils. 

– Lupin crops around Lake Brewster are doing well in the conditions, tall and robust, podding up 

well with full flowering. Canola crops around Peak Hill are coming along well after aerial spraying 

undertaken, though with less flowering that would normally be expected at this time of the year. 

– Growers planning to plant Lucerne around Cowra and Canowindra have postponed the sowing 

due to the conditions with the ground too wet to guarantee germination. Though in the same 

region on sloping country June sown pastures of Fescue, Phalaris, Red and Sub clover are 

green and lush and offering good green feed for sheep and cattle. 

– Silage cutting which was taking place across parts of the region has been halted due to the 

weather conditions, but is planned to restart once the conditions clear. 

– Enquiries have flattened due to the start of the new season combined with the wet conditions.  

Most enquiries are for the next season. Deliveries are still arriving from interstate to supplement 

pasture and remaining on farm stores.  

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($180 to $220/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($305 to $355/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($65 to $90/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($170 to $235/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Bega Valley 

– Moderate rainfall across the region this week, with heavier falls towards the south of the region, 

however the rainfall was interspersed with clearer drier days. 

– Pasture growth continues to improve through the valley with well-timed rainfall interspersed with 

clearer days to boost the paddocks. This is supplying plenty of green feed for livestock and dairy 

herds in the region, reducing the need for supplemental feeding. 

– Silage season commenced around Bemboka in the last week as the conditions proved 

favourable for cutting and baling. 

– Brassica, phalaris and clover pastures in the south of the region are showing great growth with 

high quality biomass, this green feed is being made available to dairy and sheep herds in the 

area. 
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– With the prospect of a wetter Spring being forecast due to the third La Nina being declared, 

there are concerns about the availability and cost of fertiliser in order to supplement the damage 

done by waterlogging to crops. 

– Enquiries have stabilised as growers are out in the paddocks preparing for the hay or silage 

season, as well as the lack of any available good quality produce due to the previous high 

demand by weather affected producers. Straw is still moving quite well, as is most of the 

remaining hay available. Most enquiries are for the new season. 

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($265 to $300/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($480 to $520/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($180 to $210/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($330 to $360/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Goulburn/Murray Valley 

– Light rainfall this week with averages of 25mm of rain across the region, this rainfall was spread 

across most days this week with few clear dry days. This is a cause for some concern as cutting 

continues. 

– Silage season is continuing, though cutting is a little more sporadic as rain events cause delays 

with concerns about moisture content or accessibility issues. However the season continues to 

show great potential with growers taking advantage of windows of opportunity. 

– Hay producers around Invergordon are spraying Vetch crops with plant growth regulators to aid 

in standing it up and delaying flowering as current conditions are not favourable for cutting, so 

this is being used to delay optimal growth until drier weather arrives. 

– High yield wheat crops in the north of the region are showing signs of degradation due to 

adverse weather conditions. Growers have been waiting on aerial spray contractors for fungicide 

and other applications, but there is a shortage of pilots and equipment due to the increase in 

demand because of paddock accessibility issues.  

– Some growers in the west of the region are considering ploughing in some rain damaged vetch 

crops rather than expend inputs to salvage them for this hay season.  

– Hay enquiries are static as most dedicated hay and silage growers are out in the fields at 

harvest. Green feed is still available for livestock farms in the region and straw remains relatively 

plentiful for those seeking it locally, though deliveries are mostly going interstate. 

– No change to pricing this week 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($170 to $220/t). Prices remain steady this week 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($390 to $420/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($70 to $120/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($215 to $260/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed.  
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Gippsland 

– Clear and dry conditions across most of the region this week with the west receiving almost no 

rain, average of 5-10mm of rain across the remainder of the region. Average temperatures are 

increasing towards long-term averages. 

– With the warmer drier weather the pastures are bouncing back and supplying good green feed 

across the central and east of the region. Some areas have dried enough that select farmers are 

irrigating their pastures to keep the pushing growth along. However the west of the region 

continues to be very wet even with the drier week. 

– With the ongoing wet conditions in the west there are issues with accessibility to the paddocks to 

spray fertiliser and support pasture growth, as well as allowing stock to forage on those 

paddocks due to the risk of damage. As such supplemental feeding continues in those areas 

most badly affected. 

– Silage cutting continues around Bairnsdale and most of East Gippsland with the season in full 

swing. Even with sporadic rain cutting continues as the paddocks are showing excellent growth 

and are still on track for 4 to 5 cuts, but quality is falling with each postponement. The delay in 

cutting previously has resulted in some quite heavy crops, so dedicated hay/silage producers 

are looking to take advantage of every opportunity to get mowers on the paddocks. 

– Hay enquiries are stable this week as growers are out in the paddocks; fodder continues to be 

moved from east to west to supplement poorer pastures for livestock and dairy herds. Straw and 

hay is continuing to be sold out of older stocks as growers clear space for the coming season. 

– Slight change in prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: -$10 ($190 to $240/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Lucerne hay: -$8 ($505 to $530/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($80 to $110/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($90 to $180/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Southwest Victoria 

– Light rainfall across the area this week with most falling in Tuesday 27 th September leaving the 

remaining days of the week relatively clear and dry, however temperatures are still low for this 

time of the year. 

– Paddocks of Lucerne from Warrnambool to Colac are looking excellent and are simply waiting 

for some sunny clear days to kick off the season. Whilst wet pastures around Grassmere are 

also looking for sun, they are producing high quality green feed for cattle herds in the region. 

– Late sown winter wheat around Hamilton is looking healthy, thought the fields are very wet which 

makes spraying preventatives against the widespread rust incursions across the region 

somewhat difficult.  

– Silage pasture paddocks around Terang are quite wet and with the forecasts for more rain and 

cold conditions there is a belief that cutting will not commence there for at least 4 weeks. 

– Canola crops around Caramut are looking good with 60% flowering; however they are not as 

robust as expected by the grower. Clover and ryegrass pastures in the same area are lush and 

full and are supplying green feed to grass lambs. 
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– There are some concerns about reports coming out of Bali that they are stating they are FMD 

free, when the evidence on the ground disputes that statement. The concern is that if the 

statements are believed some of the mitigation measures may be rolled back when the threat is 

still active. 

– Enquiries are quite flat as most producers are either on the paddocks, or are employing 

mitigation strategies for the wet conditions. There is expected to be movement in the market in 

the next few weeks as some early season stock becomes available. Fodder is still moving 

across the border though it is in small quantities, and straw still has some trade ongoing.  

– Slight change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: -$5 ($180 to $220/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($330 to $380/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($90 to $110/t). Prices remain steady this week 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($150 to $190/t). Prices remain steady this week 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Southeast South Australia 

– Low rainfall across the region this week with falls of 5 – 10mm of rain on average across the 

area. Some areas received no rainfall at all. Temperatures are also trending lower than 

expected. 

– Wheat crops near Naracoote are showing good growth and yield potential after being sprayed 

for rust. The crops will need more clear and warm days to boost growth and yield; however the 

good soil moisture and rains have given a reason for optimism for growers.   

– The forecast for the hay harvest continues to be lower than usual due to weather conditions as 

well as choices earlier in the year to plant other crops to take advantage of global prices. As 

such the suggestion to livestock producers is to lock in contracts with dedicated hay and silage 

producers to ensure supply. 

– After a period of good movement of hay enquires have dropped as supplies of good quality hay 

are sold out across the region. A lot of the remaining hay is already contracted for sale so 

shortages are expected until such time as the new season stocks become available. Those still 

looking for supply will need to factor in additional freight charges. 

– Slight change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: -$5 ($240 to $270/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($340 to $400/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($120 to $140/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($200 to $230/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 
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Central South Australia 

– Little rainfall across the region this week with average falls of 5-10mm of rain. Temperatures are 

also cool with fewer clear days. 

– Across the Yorke Peninsula pulses are enjoying this cool wet spring. Early sown beans and 

lentils as well as late sown lupins are all podding well. Whilst they may fluctuate regarding 

profitability they are critical in crop rotation. 

– Stripe rust is continuing to show up in crops across the region with spraying being undertaken to 

protect yield and productivity. Whilst this is of concern overall the crops are looking good across 

the majority of the area. 

– Whilst there is a good supply of green feed available this needs to be supplemented with hay 

and straw so demand continues to be moderate as the new season progresses across the 

region. It should be noted however that as with other parts of the state and the country there is 

an expectation of a lower production of hay this season due to the weather and production costs 

impacting earlier sowing choices.  

– Enquiries remain steady with livestock producers and feedlots looking for hay and straw to 

provide bulk. However good quality hay is hard to source and this is expected to lead to price 

increases once market sales become more frequent. 

– No change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($195 to $260/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($400 to $430/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw +/-0 ($130 to $155/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Southwest Western Australia  

– Little rainfall across the region this week, with some areas receiving no rain at all. Clear sunny 

days with rising temperatures are boosting crops across the region. 

– Some vetch and barley paddocks have been cut for hay in the north of the region, after having 

been grazed fairly heavily over the winter. Oaten hay cutting has also kicked off across the 

region from Quindanning to Mindarabin. 

– Silage cutting of ryegrass and clover pastures is taking place around Collie with good conditions 

for curing. 

– The predictions of a bumper wheat crop continue to be on track with good growth and yield 

potential all throughout the region. The weather is the only major concern in relation to the 

harvest. 

– Concerns in relation to the ability of the export infrastructure to cope with the harvest continue, 

with many growers looking to bring in a bumper crop. There are a number of growers who have 

pre-emptively installed additional grain storage on-farm to hold the grain and delay deliveries. 

– Enquiries have flattened as hay cutting commences across large parts of the region and growers 

are out on the fields. There is still plenty of green feed available, and most on-farm stocks are 

sufficient for the medium term. 

– No change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($210 to $300/t). Prices remain steady this week. 
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– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($350 to $480/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($100 to $115/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($165 to $180/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Northwest Tasmania 

– Low rainfall across the region this week with average falls of 10-15mm of rain. However rain fell 

consistently across most days of the week without many days clear and dry. 

– Ryegrass and clover pastures around Burnie are lush and green and offering good high quality 

green feed for cattle and dairy herds in the region. 

– Wet paddocks are still causing issues with accessibility and the health of the crops sown. Many 

growers are looking at pasture and paddock rehabilitation measures. 

– High yield winter wheat sown late in the south of the region on sloping ground is doing quite well 

with hopes for good yields taking advantage of well-drained soil. 

– Calving continues across Tasmania with the plentiful and quality green feed a boon to dairy 

farmers. 

– Hay enquiries are slow in the region, with almost all hay and fodder supply is coming in from the 

south so transport costs need to be factored into the equation. Growers are in the fields 

inspecting damage and assessing crops. 

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($240 to $275/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($290 to $350/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($140 to $200/t) Prices remain steady this week 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($185 to $240/t) Prices remain steady this week 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed.  
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