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The Hay Report is produced for Dairy Australia by the Australian Fodder 
Industry Association (AFIA) – the national independent voice for the Australian 
fodder industry which connects the entire supply chain from seed to feed.  
For further information: www.afia.org.au 
 
 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed within are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect Australian Fodder Industry Association Ltd opinion or policy. To the extent permitted by 
law, Australian Fodder Industry Association Ltd excludes all liability for loss or damage arising 
from the use of, or reliance on, the information contained in this publication. It is the readers 
responsibility to confirm accuracy, reliability, suitability, currency and completeness for private 
use. 
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NATIONAL SUMMARY 

Driving Prices Up 
– Recent high impact rainfall events and flooding has significantly reduced expected Spring hay 

production.  

– Rainfall has disrupted most hay and fodder production plans across the eastern states with 
widespread reports of crop losses or crops which will no longer be suitable for high quality hay 
production. 

– A reduction in fodder production had been forecast prior to the weather events due reduced hay 
crop plantings due to the continual rise in input costs and the lower return from hay production. 
In expectation of potential shortages some buyers had put in place contracts for Spring hay, 
these contracts will be given priority, reducing the amount of hay available for open sale. 

– With supplies tight and quality not yet fully assessed due to harvest delays a growing number of 
producers have indicated they will hard pressed to harvest and process hay for existing 
customers with long-term, reasonable price, contracts.  

– The seasonal conditions will lead to high protein hay shortages. 

– Rising fuel costs will be factored into hay and sileage deliveries.  

– Labour shortages, road closures and significant road damage is impacting timeliness of 
deliveries both onto and off farms. Some hay producers have not been able to continue their hay 
production activities as diesel cannot be delivered to farm due to road damage. 

Driving Prices Down 
– The potential for considerable spring pasture growth is predicted to reduce the need for hay, 

providing paddocks do not remain water logged for too long and are accessible to stock.   

– Expectations the forecast wet Spring will support continuation of in pasture and in paddock feed 
options is giving some farmers confidence stock can be maintained without need for hay. 

Local News 
– The Bureau of Meteorology (The Bureau) predict a continuation of La Niña. The negative Indian 

Ocean Dipole (IOD) persists. The cloud and rainfall patterns currently responsible for the above 
average rainfall events across New South Wales, Tasmania and Victoria are continuing.  

– With moisture profiles already at saturation point, continued rainfall events have led to many 
flooding events across eastern Australia. The flooding is damaging crops and causing significant 
disruptions to harvest and hay production programs  

– Delivery costs will increase as they will be impacted from labour shortages, the price of fuel and 
by flooding and the wide spread, considerable amounts of road damage from rainfall and 
flooding events. 

– As the widespread damage to crops has become evident prices are beginning to rise across 
most areas. Exporters and the domestic market appear to still be waiting for clear assessment of 
the potential supply. There is an expectation that prices will significantly rise once regional 
supply shortages have been accurately assessed. 

– Purchasers of hay with long term relationships and a willingness to recognise the need to pay a 
price that supports hay producers with a reasonable rate of return are likely to be given first 
preference over any new season’s hay able to be produced. 

– Buyers are encouraged to feed test and view fodder before purchase to be sure of the quality of 
feed. 
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Regional Commentary 

Atherton Tablelands 
– Reasonably dry conditions during the past week, with overcast mornings clearing by lunch time 

have supported some hay cutting. Baling may be delayed by  

– Grain crops are now being harvested with wheat finished, oat crops for hay now cut and baled. 
Lupins have been slow to mature so harvest only now commencing. Some poor productivity on 
dry land areas but very good quality.  

– Hay shortages are expected as the season progresses as a number of growers will not be 
investing in hay production due to high input costs, inconsistent demand and poor prices. 

– Corn for silage and peanut planting will start soon but input costs are causing concern. Corn 
seed prices have increased to $430 plus GST per bag with grain prices only around $400 per 
tonne input costs, grain drying and other harvest costs are making the crop unprofitable. 

– Fuel prices have increased to around $2.39 per litre. $1.89 per litre for petrol which is causing 
some concern amongst farmers with little explanation available for the difference in the 
respective fuel prices. 

– Urea prices have remained high currently averaging $1,600 per tonne, with blended fertilisers 
costing between $1,600 to $1,800 per tonne. Liquid fertiliser shuttles remain around $5,000 to 
$6,500 which while cost effective is a substantial initial outlay. 

– Slow demand for hay in the region so most is being stockpiled prior to the expected wet season. 

– No change to pricing this week even with an increase in trade, enquiries remain fairly low. 
Growers are indicating input costs require a corresponding rise in the price of hay to maintain 
interest in producing hay and fodder. Demand expected to increase in coming months. 

– Pasture (Rhodes Grass) hay: +/-0 ($300 to $400/t). Prices remain steady. 

Please note: Hay in the Atherton Tablelands is traditionally priced at $/bale, so it is important to 
check bale weights for conversion. The price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the 
price range generally indicative of quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of 
fodder before purchase to be sure of the quality of feed. 

Darling Downs 
– Little to no rainfall across the region this week which supported access to paddocks and 

provided good conditions for harvest of some crops. Farmers in the central Darling Downs are 
reporting the rainfall for the month of October was 50% above average.  

– The rains have caused many issues across the region and delayed or prevented harvest and 
sowing schedule for summer crops. However, the upside has been increased irrigation water 
allocations for 2023, in some cases an increase of 70%. Therefore, some growers are able to 
confidently commence planting on irrigation paddocks for the next season. 

– Around Talwood growers are reporting a drop in the standing water in lower lying paddocks after 
almost two weeks of having wheat crops inundated. There is little hope the crops will have 
survived with any reasonable yield. 

– In the parts of the region where harvest is viable, the grain harvest is in full swing with grain 
being delivered to receival sites and ports where the conditions have allowed. Whilst the yield of 
grain is high the quality has dropped and management will be needed given delivery moisture 
levels are at or above 13%. Considerable quantities are expected to drop from milling to feed 
quality.  
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– There are some concerns in relation to the roads and infrastructure damaged during the recent 
rains and flood events. Major roads such as the Barwon, Cunningham and Warrego Highways 
have seen closures or traffic limits which are causing long delays. 

– Enquiries continue to be steady with most trades being any old season hay still available, though 
that is scarce. There is growing understanding there may not be quantities of new season hay 
given the conditions. Cereal hay has had some interest after low demand during the past few 
months and straw continues to be requested by feedlots. 

– Slight change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +$5 ($255 to $270/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($380 to $420/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +$5 ($95 to $135/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Pasture hay: +$8 ($230 to $255/t) Prices increase this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 

North Coast NSW 
– Little rainfall across the region this week with the average falls of 15mm of rain while some parts 

of the region received no rain at all. 

– Farmers in the Clarence Valley are reporting much better conditions after a week of clearer drier 
days. Beef and dairy cows in the region are now able to access lower lying pastures without 
safety concerns. Pastures are being sprayed to promote root health and support continued 
growth as the area drains. 

– Silage cutting has continued across the region with some growers making plans for limited hay 
cutting if the forecasts allow. 

– Whilst the rainfall has dropped during the past week in certain parts of the region, the repeated 
flooding has hampered the ability of the region to recover. Assessment of additional damage 
from the repeated flood events is continuing but road conditions hinder progress with many 
roads closed or impassable even after flood waters have receded. 

– Summer sowing which was getting underway in the west of the region has been sporadic and 
intermittent due to rainfall, with growers finding it difficult to get the season on track. 

– Pastures of arrowleaf clover and serradella are finishing strongly in the west of the region with 
clearer days and draining soils. These will be grazed by livestock in the region. 

– Flood-affected farmers can call the Department of Primary Industries’ emergency hotline on 
1800 814 647 to request assistance or further information can be accessed through the online 
portals: 

– https://www.nsw.gov.au/floods 

– https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/floods/financial-assistance 

– Enquiries have begun to pick up in the region as the weather turns and some growers are able 
to cut crops for silage and hay, most crops are being cut for silage to reduce the risk of loss 
should there be extended rain. Plentiful green feed is keeping the prices steady but some 
increase is expected. 

– Slight change to prices this week 

– Cereal hay: +$3 ($275 to $340/t). Prices increase this week. 
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– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($400 to $550/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($110 to $220/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +$5 ($210 to $280/t). Prices increase this week. 

Please note: Cereal hay, straw, and lucerne prices should be considered as a bookmark rather 
than a reflection of the local trade due to the reliance on donations and current conditions. We 
recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of the quality of feed. 

Central West NSW 
– Light to moderate falls of up to 25mm of rain across most of the region but some parts received 

less than 5mm of rain. However, with the high water levels across the region any rainfall is 
adding to the flooding risk from increased soil moisture and river levels. 

– Growers in the flood affected areas around Forbes are beginning the clean-up operations before 
starting the assessment of crop and yield damage, while growers further downstream on the 
rivers are engaging in flood mitigation and preparation efforts.  

– Crops that were about to be harvested around Lake Cargelligo have been hit with hail which has 
caused serious damage to canola and wheat crops in particular. 

– Growers in and around Lake Cowral, who would normally be baling hay at this time of the year, 
are not able to get on to the paddocks and have no windows of opportunity long enough to 
harvest the crop. Most are forecasting a significant amount of hay will be lost, if any is produced 
at all. 

– Late sown legume and digit pastures around Ungarie, which are on higher ground, are coming 
along well and are expected to provide good summer feed options for livestock in the region. 

– Growers around Narromine have not begun the summer plantings due to the weather conditions. 
Growers are reporting they will need about two weeks of dry weather to get the ground 
preparation done before planting can commence. 

– There is widespread concern about the state of the roads across the area with the flood 
acerbating already neglected infrastructure. Major roads such as the Newell and Olympic 
Highways are seeing closures or restricted use, but minor and ‘farm’ roads are in some cases 
simply impassable even after the water has receded. This is restricting deliveries of fuel and will 
further reduce growers ability to harvest hay crops. 

– Flood-affected farmers can call the Department of Primary Industries’ emergency hotline on 
1800 814 647 to request assistance or through online portals: 

– https://www.nsw.gov.au/floods 

– https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/floods/financial-assistance 

– Due to the weather conditions almost all trade has stopped. Relief fodder is being sought via 
government and charity sources. Those who do have available stock on hand will not be trading 
until the situation eases. Most trade is donation but with damage to roads the bulk of that is 
being aerially dropped to stranded herds. 

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($180 to $220/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($305 to $355/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($65 to $90/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($170 to $235/t). Prices remain steady this week. 
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Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 

Bega Valley 
– Little to no rain across the region this week with the average falls being less than 10mm of rain, 

temperatures are also trending upwards in the area. 

– Silage cutting, pitting and baling is continuing throughout most of the region. There has been a 
run of clearer drier days which boosted the production levels and allowed paddocks to be cut 
and cleared. However, some lower lying areas are still too wet to allow the machinery on without 
getting bogged so growers are selectively cutting. Contractors unable to work in other regions 
due to flood and access issues are helping to get the crop off quickly.  

– Mixed pasture paddocks on sloping country around Tilba are lush and green and offering plenty 
of good green feed to dairy herds in the region. 

– Many mixed farmers in the region are reporting much better moisture levels on the cut and baled 
silage they are storing for use on farm. The clearer weather has not only allowed for the 
paddocks to be cut but has boosted growth for the next cuts, with the season looking to be back 
on track for some. Many are hoping for strong demand given the expected shortage of good 
fodder coming from the new season. 

– Enquiries are steady as many growers and mixed farmers are out cutting and building up on-
farm reserves in recognition of the scarcity of available fodder. There is an increase in the 
amount of bulk silage moving locally for dairy farmers in the region. Some enquiries for any older 
season hay available, even at lower quality. 

– Slight change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($275 to $300/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($480 to $520/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($170 to $210/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: -$8 ($325 to $365/t). Prices decrease for low quality hay this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 

Goulburn/Murray Valley 
– Little to no rain across most of the region this week which is helping with the conditions. Riverine 

flooding is still affecting most parts of the region, a number of towns still have evacuation orders 
in place and many roads are closed. Considerable damage to crops and infrastructure has been 
experienced. 

– Dedicated growers around Invergordon started cutting for hay earlier in the week in the hope the 
forecast of drier days would allow the cuts to cure. The cutting is selective due to the wet 
conditions, but on some higher or sloping country the outlook is optimistic. Production will still be 
much lower than anticipated across the region. 

– After desiccant spraying oats are also being cut in the region on high ground with plans for 
resowing the paddocks directly afterwards to try and get the summer hay planting schedule back 
on track. Many lower lying or less well drained paddocks have been given up as the mitigation 
efforts and outlay would not be cost effective. 
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– Silage is being cut and baled in the west of the region where conditions allow, with growers 
managing the high moisture content by using drying options before baling. Some growers in the 
region have sacrificed paddocks to build levies to protect higher paddocks and homes. The 
knock will be a reduction in harvestable crop and costly paddock rehabilitation to be undertaken 
once the waters recede.  

– There are very real concerns regarding the state of the road infrastructure as the flood waters 
recede revealing substantial damage to the roads, which in some cases remain closed due to 
the damage. Whilst road crews have been seen repairing the roads, the damage is widespread 
and this will impact any potential movement of harvested crops and fuel deliveries.  

– Enquiries have steadied as most wait to see the results of the flooding and expected hay and 
silage losses. Some enquiries for freshly cut silage are coming in, but the hay enquiries are flat 
given the flood and supply conditions. Relief fodder is being requested to support farmers in the 
region some of which is being delivered via helicopter to stranded livestock. 

– No change to pricing this week 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($170 to $220/t). Prices remain steady this week 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($390 to $420/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($70 to $120/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($215 to $260/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed.  

Gippsland 
– Light falls across parts of the region this week, mostly in the west and far east with the central 

area receiving little to no rain with average falls of 5mm of rain. Temperatures are trending 
upward with quite warm days; however, there is a high chance of storms and showers during the 
coming weekend. 

– Silage cutting, in the east and central parts of the region, is back on track with clearer days 
allowing for some drying of both the paddocks and the crops. However, there are still plenty of 
areas where cutting is selective due to underlying soil moisture. 

– There is some concern the silage season could be cut very short given the wet October and 
forecast for early summer temperatures and conditions arriving in November. The growing 
period between cuts will be adversely affected by higher temperatures. With the already 
constrained fodder supply this has led to some growers cutting under higher moisture levels and 
drying crops, followed by application of growth stimulants on paddocks to try to reduce the 
growth window between cuts. 

– Silage cutting around Bairnsdale is going well, with rainfall only affecting some farms in the 
region contractors are able to continue cutting around the rainfall events. Some growers in the 
central and eastern parts of the region cut for hay at the start of the week with the prospect 
sunny warm days with low or no rainfall before the weekend should be enough to dry the crop 
and allow baling to be undertaken. 

– Most enquiries are for silage rather than hay at the moment with hay season just commencing. 
Many enquiries are for longer term given the conditions and most contracts being negotiated. 
Some fodder is moving east to help with dairy and livestock herds who continue to fare badly, 
but deliveries scheduled further north are still on hold due to the weather and road conditions. 

– No change to pricing this week. 
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– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($195 to $245/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($500 to $520/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($80 to $110/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($100 to $180/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 

Southwest Victoria 
– Light rainfall over the area this week with average falls of between 5 to 10mm of rain across 

most of the region. Clear skies for most of the week with increasing temperatures are helping to 
dry the ground and promote pasture growth. 

– Growers around Dartmoor are reporting they are on their third attempt at a silage cycle due to 
the wet conditions. Having set one up in August which was then turned to grazing in September, 
another set in October which was grazed in November and is now being set again.  

– Prospective hay paddocks in the north of the region have been turned into grazing as pasture 
growth during October has been poor and there has been no opportunity to successfully cut the 
crop for hay. 

– Silage cutting has started around Terang with the ground quite wet but skies clear. Other parts 
of the region are also sporadically cutting where conditions allow. There is some concern about 
the length of the silage season given the late start and wet October, which postponed cutting 
and will reduce the number of cuts that can be accomplished before the expected hot weather 
and planting schedules end the season.  

– Faba bean crops near Hamilton are being quite badly affected by chocolate spot, the wet 
conditions and paddock accessibility issues meant application of fungicide at first flowering was 
late. They are also being affected by premature dieback due to waterlogging, the yield 
estimation has been reduced as a result. 

– Enquiries are steady this week with many buyers looking for any older hay still around, some 
has appeared on the market as growers look to the prospects for the season and clear out some 
lower quality supply. Given the scarcity price have remained steady even for lesser grade. Most 
enquiries are looking for contracts to lock in supply. Some fresh silage is being moved around 
the region.  

– No change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($190 to $215/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($330 to $380/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($90 to $110/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($155 to $190/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 
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Southeast South Australia 
– Rainfall across most parts of the region this week with falls of between 5mm to 50mm of rain 

received this past week. Temperatures are warming up and approaching closer to average. 

– Some parts of the region had four days of good weather but then heavy rainfalls fell on the hay 
cut during the dry days. Weather forecast is not providing confidence of a good run for the hay 
harvest. 

– Some hay production and sales around the Victorian border. In areas such as Hopetoun, 
Lascelles and Speed a lot of crop has been cut but rainfall and humidity have delayed baling. 

– There is considerable disappointment in the season. So many crops looked promising but are 
now dying from waterlogging. Faba bean crops will in most cases be written off with little brown 
manure value expected.  

– Paddock access remains problematic due to continued water logging. However, soil conditions 
are expected to recover without too big an impact on soil structure. 

– Expected production of hay will be even lower than had been forecast earlier in the season.  

– Hay enquires are being received by growers in the region from livestock producers outside the 
region as there is clearer understanding of the upcoming fodder shortages. Remaining hay was 
already contracted for sale and shortages are now occurring as growers have not been able to 
harvest new seasons hay. 

– There are growing concerns the forecast weather conditions will damage the availability and 
quality of any dry pastures leading to a greater than expected demand once summer 
temperatures arrive. 

– Pricing are increasing across the board due to lack of supply. Expect to see $300 per tonne 
minimum prices for hay as that is already being offered, even for weather damaged vetch. 

– Cereal hay: +$65 ($300 to $350/t). Prices increase in expectation of very short supply. 

– Lucerne hay: +$55 ($400 to $450/t). Prices increase in expectation of very strong supply. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($120 to $140/t). Prices remain steady as none available yet. 

– Pasture hay: +$90 ($300 to $320/t). Prices increase in expectation of very short supply. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 

Central South Australia 
– A range of low to moderate falls across the region of anywhere between 15mm up to 25mm of 

rain in the southern parts of the region but only 5mm of rain around the more northern parts. 
Water is sitting on the side of the roads in isolated parts of the region.  

– The forecasts for the coming weeks are again predicting rain which will further delay baling, 
impact quality and hinder safe storage and transport. 

– Considerable concerns being raised about the economic impacts for growers who have heavily 
invested in crop inputs for what looked to be a promising season.  

– Across the Yorke Penninsula the harvest is now is full swing, around four weeks behind the 
average season. Around 50% of the regions hay has now been cut. Baling will again be delayed 
across the region due to forecasts for more rain. 

– Growing evidence of significant road damage and the truck movements required to transport 
grain and fodder are being hindered by the condition of regional roads. Poor quality roads are 
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exacerbating wear and tear damage to trucks which is therefore causing additional delays due to 
shortage of spare parts for older equipment and availability of service support. 

– New seasons hay will continue to be delayed and expectation is for reduced quality. Growers 
expect it will be difficult to meet demand for high quality hay and if the adverse weather 
continues it will potentially be difficult to even meet quantity requirements. 

– Demand for straw expected to far exceed supply and many growers will not be harvesting straw 
in order to save some nutrient levels and provide soil cover to protect paddocks. 

– No change to prices this week due to delayed harvest and no hay for sale. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($195 to $260/t). Prices expected to increase once supply available. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($400 to $430/t). Prices expected to increase once supply available. 

– Straw +/-0 ($130 to $155/t). Prices expected to substantially increase due to minimal harvest. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 

 

Southwest Western Australia  
– Mostly clear and sunny with little to no rain falling across the region this week, the east of the 

area received between 5 to 50mm of rain in the early part of the week. Clear days with rising 
temperatures are boosting crop growth across the region.  

– Hay cutting has moved into full gear across large parts of the region as the weather conditions 
over the last week have been excellent and allowed drying before baling. The showers in the 
early part of the week did cause some delays but growers are confident in the forecasts for 
clearer weather. 

– Silage cutting in the north and central parts of the region continue with second and in some 
cases third cuts going ahead. Silage paddocks are being grazed around Busselton with third 
cuts expected in the next week. The season is shaping up quite well and local supply should not 
be an issue for livestock farmers seeking fodder.  

– Growers outside the south west region closer to the central wheatbelt are reporting extensive 
hail damage to wheat and canola crops after an unseasonal burst of hail across a wide band. 
However, the majority of the area is recording a very good harvest with the grain already 
successfully harvested. 

– There are reports of growing numbers of mice being seen in oat and wheat crops as they are 
being harvested, with some mitigation measures being put in place to protect crops from 
contamination. 

– Enquiries are beginning to pick up as the harvest goes into full swing and the amount of 
available supply becomes clearer, however these are mostly for longer term contracts as the 
current green feed available for dairy and livestock farmers is sufficient for short term needs. 

– Slight change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($215 to $300/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: -$5 ($350 to $470/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($100 to $115/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +$5 ($180 to $200/t). Prices increase this week. 
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Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 

Northwest Tasmania 
– Light falls across the region this week except in the south west of the region where there were 

falls of between 25 to 30mm of rain for the week. Most of the region received between 5 to10mm 
of rain which has aided in drying some paddocks and reduced the pools of standing water. 

– The low rainfall this week has reduced the pressure on rivers however there is still a great deal 
of water in the soil while rivers and dams are full. More dry, clear weather is needed to allow 
access and assessment of paddocks, crops and infrastructure. 

– Silage cutting has commenced in parts of the region, with the warmer weather providing great 
cutting opportunities. However, there are still some underlying wet conditions. Sloping or higher 
country is producing some good results with reasonable moisture content. Growers around 
Henrietta are looking to cut crops for hay in the next couple of weeks if the weather permits. 

– Silage is reportedly being cut quite extensively in the south of the state which has provided some 
certainty in relation to the available supply as the season progresses. 

– Pastures of serradella and phalaris on sandy soil in the south of the region are showing good 
growth even with the ongoing wet conditions. This is providing some quality green feed to 
livestock in the region as the well-drained soil is allowing safe grazing. 

– Pastures of grasses and phalaris with a mix of forage ryecorn and oats, maize, clovers, chicory 
and plantain are being sown around Marrawah at a mixed farming enterprise to aid with soil 
microbiology as an ameliorant due to the impacts of the wet causing soil degradation. 

– Hay enquiries remain steady with most waiting for the next few weeks to give a clear indication 
of the amount of available fodder across the state. There is a good supply of green feed 
available and the reports of a reasonable silage season beginning in the south have given 
farmers some confidence. 

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($240 to $275/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($290 to $350/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($140 to $200/t) Prices remain steady this week 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($185 to $240/t) Prices remain steady this week 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed.  


