
 

24 February 2023 



 

 

 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hay report is produced for Dairy Australia by the Australian Fodder Industry Association (AFIA) – the national independent voice for the 

Australian fodder industry which connects the entire supply chain from seed to feed. For further information: www.afia.org.au 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed within are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect Australian Fodder Industry Association Ltd opinion or policy. T o the 
extent permitted by law, Australian Fodder Industry Association Ltd excludes all liability for loss or damage arising from th e use of, or reliance on, the information 
contained in this publication. It is the reader’s responsibility to confirm accuracy, reliability, suitability, currency and completeness for private use.  

NATIONAL SUMMARY 3 

Driving Prices Up 3 

Driving Prices Down 3 

Local News 3 

Regional Commentary 4 

Atherton Tablelands 4 

Darling Downs 4 

North Coast NSW 5 

Central West NSW 6 

Bega Valley 6 

Goulburn/Murray Valley 7 

Gippsland 8 

Southwest Victoria 8 

Southeast South Australia 9 

Central South Australia 10 

Southwest Western Australia 10 

Northwest Tasmania 11 

 



 

3 

 

 

NATIONAL SUMMARY 

Driving Prices Up 

– Supply shortages are well known and growers who have supply have a good market for higher 

returns. 

– Some areas in the south and the west have had very hot conditions, drying out available green 

pasture feed. 

– A larger than usual volume of livestock is going into feedlots which are then looking for fodder 

supplies. 

– Farmers are looking to build up on-farm supplies for the cooler months ahead. 

Driving Prices Down 

– Green feed is still available in some regions and keeping demand down locally. 

– There is an abundance of feed grain options due to the bumper harvest combined with some 

adverse weather conditions leading to a downgrade of some grains. 

– Silage production has been quite good across parts of the country, which is helping to fill some 

fodder shortages. Additional windows of opportunity for hay production is also bring some extra 

supplies on to the market in some localities. 

Local News 

– Trade in hay has slowed down across most regions which is traditional at this time of year. 

– Many areas are reporting an intention for large vetch plantings in the next season, to make up 

the shortfall from the failed vetch harvest of last year. 

– Local roads and infrastructure are in serious need of repair and maintenance and these repair 

works are expected to continue for some months, especially in areas hit by flooding events in 

2022. This will have on-going effects on farm businesses. 

– The Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) states that La Niña continues in the tropical Pacific, but 

oceanic indicators have weakened since their peak during spring 2022. While ocean 

temperatures have eased from La Niña thresholds, the atmosphere has yet to respond, and 

remains La Niña-like. La Niña typically increases the chance of above-average rainfall for 

northern and eastern Australia during summer. 

– Buyers are encouraged to feed test and view fodder before purchase to be sure of the quality of 

feed. 
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Regional Commentary 

Atherton Tablelands 

– Rain continues to fall across the region on most days with the highest rainfall totals on the 

weekend, remainder of the week had lighter falls, but very few clear dry days this week. 

– Corn crops in the region are looking very good and benefiting from the plentiful rains. Other 

more disease prone crops are beginning to suffer as spraying schedules cannot be completed in 

the conditions. 

– Conditions continue to be too variable for growers to be able to bale any pasture grass for hay. 

There have not been enough consecutive days to allow for drying. There is concern around the 

quality of any hay that will be cut due to the conditions. 

– The ongoing wet conditions are causing issue with cattle sales in the region, with a number of 

yards being unable to take in stock and potential buyers being unable to access to move bought 

stock back to farms.  

– Pastures are green in the region providing plenty of green feed for livestock herds, there is some 

movement of cattle from less good grazing areas into the region for agistment on good pastures. 

Herds have to be rotated more frequently due to the risk of bogging underfoot. 

– Input costs have reduced significantly in the last few weeks with petrol down to around $2.05 per 

litre and fertiliser has steadied at around $1,000 per tonne. Blended fertilisers are still costing 

around $1,300 to $1,500 per tonne. Liquid fertiliser shuttles remain around $4,500 to $5,000 per 

shuttle which while cost effective is a substantial initial outlay.  

– No change to pricing this week and enquiries remain fairly low with the good rains keeping 

pastures green in the region, some movement of hay to the west but nothing that has an impact 

on pricing. 

– Pasture (Rhodes Grass) hay: +/-0 ($300 to $400/t). Prices remain steady. 

Please note: Hay in the Atherton Tablelands is traditionally priced at $/bale, so it is important to 

check bale weights for conversion. The price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the 

price range generally indicative of quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of 

fodder before purchase to be sure of the quality of feed. 

Darling Downs 

– While the north of Queensland is receiving record rainfall, the Darling Downs region saw limited 

falls of between 0mm and 5mm of rain during the week, though there were reports of isolated 

hailstorms in the north of the region. Most days were dry but overcast. 

– The early sown Sorghum crop harvest continues to show good yield and quality with the rains 

during the growing period producing some very good outcomes. However, the later sown crops 

in the region continue to show signs of degradation, with potentials continuing to drop. In some 

parts of the south of the region wheat crops have not had enough follow up rain to germinate. 

– Autumn pastures continue to be sown in the region; however lack of follow up rains and cloudy 

days with little direct sunlight is hampering growth. 

– Fleabane incursions continue to be reported in greater than usual numbers due to the earlier 

weather conditions making control processes difficult to administer. This situation has been 

repeated for most invasive weeds. Additional spraying is being required, and growers are 

advised to be mindful of conditions to reduce spray drift. 
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– Maize plantings in the region continue to thrive even with limited rainfall and sunny days. Still 

planned for silage chopping. 

– Enquiries lifted a little mostly from southern NSW as the feed paddocks are drying out and 

additional supplies are sought. Good quality is in short supply so more medium is being moved 

which is suppressing prices. Cereal and Lucerne are the highest request as well as some 

interest in straw. 

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($340 to $400/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($490 to $565/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($140 to $200/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($340 to $385/t) Prices remain steady this week 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

North Coast NSW 

– Another dry week with average falls of less than 10mm of rain across the entire week, though 

the far north of the region did see isolated storms with 15mm to 20mm of rain recorded. Cloudy 

most days with few clear sunny days this week. 

– With the forecast for hot dry conditions, forage sorghum sown in the west of the region has been 

turned into green manure after exhausting the soil moisture profile as ground preparation for the 

next planting season.  

– Dryland pastures in the region continue to dry out, with some areas receiving no supporting rain 

for weeks. Irrigated pastures are providing some green feed. 

– Hay cutting has finished in the region with most dedicated growers now preparing paddocks for 

the next plantings, or completing other maintenance work.  

– Insect infestations continue to be reported in corn and sorghum crops with mitigation being 

undertaken. 

– Demand is steady in the region with the drying pastures driving some enquiries, but the on-farm 

storage from the earlier season is keeping most farmers supplied in the medium term. With high 

quality protein hay is being sought prices are a mitigating factor for some, with lower grade hay 

being purchased. 

– Some change to prices this week 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($395 to $435/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: -5 ($520 to $610/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($175 to $250/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($335 to $385/t). Prices remain steady this week. 
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Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Central West NSW 

– Some variability is rainfall this week with those areas hit by the storms receiving between 25mm 

and 50mm of rain as part of that system, other parts of the region had between 0mm and 10mm 

of rain for the week, with some isolated dust storms reported.  

– Ground preparation for the next sowing season is well underway in the region with some areas 

highly impacted by flooding suffering from compaction and requiring repair and renovation 

before preparation can commence. 

– Lucerne is still being cut in the region with some growers on their third cuts, but the yields are 

low and quality is variable, straw continues to be produced. 

– Continued dry conditions in the region are seeing most paddocks under irrigation in order to 

continue pasture growth, though some digit grass on dryland pastures is still providing limited 

green feed. 

– Demand has continued to increase with hot dry conditions limiting paddock feed. Livestock and 

dairy farmers are the most active buyers. Most fodder supplies are coming from the Riverina or 

Victoria. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +3 ($305 to $335/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($475 to $525/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($160 to $185/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +3 ($300 to $320/t). Prices increase this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Bega Valley 

– After recent rains in the week up to the 17th this week has returned to mostly dry conditions, with 

limited falls across most parts of the region of between 5mm and 15mm of rain. Most days have 

been overcast however. 

– Recent rains have helped dryland pastures keep green feed moving along, though the lack of 

clear sunny days is suppressing some growth. 

– Ground preparation for the next sowing season is underway in the region. Vetch seed is being 

sought by a number of growers after the failure of the crop last year there is a belief it will be a 

good versatile cash crop. 

– Hay production in the region has been sporadic as the rainfall interrupts drying conditions; 

however regrowth is coming along fairly well in the conditions. 
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– Maize crops in the region are coming along well and showing great potential. Sunflower crops in 

the west of the region are also showing good growth. 

– Enquiries are stable with low local demand. The availability of green feed as well as good on-

farm stores of silage and hay produced earlier in the year is meeting the demands of most local 

farmers. Reports of some movement of hay out of the region to the Central West. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +5 ($335 to $380/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: -5 ($510 to $540/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($225 to $275/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($350 to $410/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Goulburn/Murray Valley 

– No significant rainfall has been recorded across the region this week with some very light falls of 

less than 5mm of rain in the east of the region. 

– Irrigated paddocks of Lucerne and equine specialty crops around Invergordon are being cut and 

bailed under good conditions after a more difficult week last week with high winds and issues 

with moisture content. The current cuts are reporting excellent yield and quality. 

– Many dedicated growers in the region are indicating they intend to plant a fair amount of Vetch in 

the next sowing season. 

– There have been some sporadic reports of mice seen in the fields in the north of the region; 

growers are advised to bait early to mitigate numbers. 

– Maize crops in the region are coming along well, but are being monitored for any Fall Army 

Worm incursions and mitigation spraying is underway. Rutherglen bug numbers are also up in 

the region and growers are advised to survey any green crops. 

– Mixed pastures of clover and grasses being sown around Diggora on irrigated land, dryland 

pastures are seeing some drying out due to summer temperatures and limited rainfall. 

– Enquiries have remained steady with most hay being produced already contracted or being 

offered to known customers. Some excess is moving on to the market, of varying quality. Straw 

is still in good demand but there appears to be sufficient supply. 

– Some change to pricing this week 

– Cereal hay: +5 ($300 to $375/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($440 to $505/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($140 to $195/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +10 ($320 to $350/t). Prices increase this week. 
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Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed.  

Gippsland 

– A dry week across the region with most areas receiving between 1mm and 5mm of rain, though 

some limited eastern coastal areas saw up to 15mm of rain. 

– Dryland pastures in the west of the region are still showing some green pick for dairy and 

livestock herds, however many are browning off. The conditions are reasnable for pasture 

growth across the central and east and herds are being supplied from existing pastures, though 

there are still some dried off paddocks needing supplemental support. 

– Silage production continues throughout most of the region with dedicated growers and 

contractors reporting that much of the silage is already pre-contracted and there is continuing 

demand which may be hard to meet even with good growing conditions. 

– Hay production continues in the centre of the region with some annual ryegrass and clover 

paddocks being cut and bailed. Even with limited rainfall in the last 2 months the crops have 

been cut every 30 days with good quality product. 

– Enquiries are beginning to increase, though the overall good pasture conditions continue to keep 

demand down, however there is some concern about the availability of winter stocks with much 

of the produced hay and silage already pre-contracted. Local demand is steady with cereal hay 

being sought as well as any available protein hay. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +5 ($320 to $370/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: -5 ($490 to $520/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($135 to $195/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($280 to $320/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Southwest Victoria 

– No rain across the region this week, with warm dry days. However few clear sunny days have 

been reported this week. 

– Irrigated grazing pastures are looking green with plenty of quality feed for livestock and dairy 

herds in the area. Dryland pastures are browned off in most areas and would need good rains to 

green up. 

– There has been an increase in the incidents of snails in the cereal crop stubble in the region; this 

is being attributed to the cooler spring and summer providing good breeding conditions. Pest 

maintenance is being undertaken on hot days. 
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– Grain harvest is completed and summer forage crops continue to come to harvest and are being 

taken off. Fields are being prepped for the next sowing season, as with other regions vetch is 

being named as a crop of choice for a lot of growers. 

– Hay and silage production is continuing in the region with warmer sunnier days providing 

excellent drying conditions. Regrowth is also showing good signs on irrigated paddocks. Straw 

continues to be made in the north of the region. 

– Enquiries remain steady with some good quality green feed still around and many mixed 

enterprises still supplying silage and hay for local on-farm use. It is expected that an extended 

dry spell will see a lift in demand. Straw is in reasonable demand. 

– Some change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($315 to $350/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($445 to $495/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($130 to $175/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +5 ($260 to $290/t). Prices increase this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Southeast South Australia 

– Another week of little to no rain across the region this week with the coastal areas receiving a 

few sporadic showers. Temperatures are high, and have been graded as heatwave in some 

agricultural areas. 

– Hay and straw continues to be made in the region, with irrigated paddocks supplying good 

regrowth, however quantity is still much lower than is usual for the season. 

– Even with the boost from the spring rains dryland pasture growth continues to decline with the 

hot dry weather and some sheep and cattle producers are feeding out supplemental grain 

stocks. 

– Some optimistic sown summer crops that were planted in the region have not done well with the 

lack of consistent follow up rains and the hot, dry conditions. 

– Enquiries continue quite steady this week with interest in straw continuing from specialty farming 

enterprises as well as some poultry farmers. Local dairy farmers are also starting to purchase 

straw in preparation for autumn calving.  High quality hay is difficult to source, with the 

combination of early purchases and dry conditions affecting supply. 

– Some increase demand for mid quality protein hay.  

– Some change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($340 to $385/t). Prices remain steady this week 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($430 to $480/t). Prices remain steady this week 

– Straw: +3 ($150 to $195/t). Prices increase this week. 
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– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($325 to $355/t). Prices remain steady this week 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Central South Australia 

– No rain across the region again this week. Most days clear and dry and temperatures are 

recorded at heatwave levels for parts of the week. 

– Ongoing dry conditions are aiding in remaining hay and straw production in the region, though 

the lack of dew is causing some issues. 

– Field and paddock preparation is being undertaken for the next sowing season where grain 

harvest has completed. Some quick summer crops under irrigation are also coming off though 

those sown on dryland reportedly did not fare well and some have been turned to brown manure 

for soil preparation. 

– Increasing incidents of mice in the region on fields being prepped for the next sowing season. 

Growers are advised to bait early. 

– Enquiries are steady this week, with some locally produced hay and straw coming on to the 

market, quite a bit of straw has already been pre-contracted for chicken and specialty farms. 

Requests for cereal hay are also a little higher this week. 

– Some change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: +5 ($340 to $385/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($445 to $490/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw +3 ($150 to $205/t). Prices increase this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Southwest Western Australia  

– Another very dry week in the region with no rainfall recorded across the majority of the region. 

High temperatures and fire danger warning across agricultural areas. 

– Dry conditions continue in the region with many paddocks browning out. Irrigation is being 

employed to keep some green feed going; most mixed and livestock farmers are supplemental 

feeding. 

– Grain harvest has completed for the region with preparation work now underway for the next 

sowing window. Growers are expressing some concern with the continued dry conditions 

reducing vital soil moisture. 

– Hay making is continuing in the region with the dry conditions and reasonable overnight dew 

providing good quality conditions. Straw also continues to be produced, much of it for contracted 

buyers. 
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– Enquiries have risen a little this week with the ongoing hot conditions requiring herds to be 

supplementally fed and reducing some on-farm supply. Some farmers are looking to keep a 

minimum supply level on farm. Cereal hay is in moderate demand as well as protein and straw. 

– Some change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: +10 ($285 to $320/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($400 to $470/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($115 to $135/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($200 to $230/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Northwest Tasmania 

– Light falls across inland areas this week, but most of the north coast saw no rainfall. Clear sunny 

days for most of the week. 

– Pastures continue to provide good green feed to dairy and livestock herds, with warmer days 

and rains keeping growth moving along. 

– New season’s straw is beginning to be produced in those areas where seed harvest has been 

completed. 

– Grain harvest is ongoing on the region with wheat and barley crops being harvested with good 

yields and quality reported. Some earlier concern in regard to weather damage has not 

eventuated. 

– Enquiries are steady but at low demand, though there has been some movement of hay across 

the region. Green feed is still supplying herds with good quality forage and the south of the state 

has reasonable stores available, all of which is keep demand stable. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +3 ($270 to $290/t) Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($330 to $390/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($150 to $205/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($225 to $250/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Australian Fodder Industry Association (AFIA) is the 

independent, national peak body for Australia’s fodder industry. 

Since our establishment in 1996 our network of members, 

sponsors, supporters and engaged participants has worked for 

over 25 years to help the fodder industry grow 

For more information contact AFIA:  

info@afia.org.au    www.afia.org.au 

PO Box 527 Ascot Vale VIC 3032 

   

This report (including any enclosures and attachments) has been prepared by AFIA  and solely for the purpose for which it is 

provided. Unless we provide express prior written consent, no part of this report should be reproduced, distributed or communicated to 

any third party. We do not accept any liability if this report is used for an alternative purpose from which it is intended, nor to any third 

party in respect of this report. 
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