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NATIONAL SUMMARY 

Driving Prices Up 

– Dry conditions across parts of the country have reduced the availability of pasture feed, requiring 

supplemental feeding and the replacement of on farm stores of fodder. 

– Supply shortages continue to have an effect of pricing, as many growers are supplying only to 

pre-contracted end-users or are selling direct from the paddock to locals, reducing the amount 

available on the market. 

– Feedlots continue to look for a large quantity of good quality produce and are sourcing across a 

wide area. 

– As we move into autumn farmers are looking to build up on-farm supplies for the cooler months 

ahead. 

Driving Prices Down 

– Green feed is still available in some regions and keeping demand down locally. 

– A number of mixed farmers produced enough hay and silage for their own short to medium term 

use over the last season so they are not adding to the demand on the market. 

– There is an abundance of feed grain options due to the bumper harvest combined with some 

adverse weather conditions leading to a downgrade of some grains. 

– Hay and straw continues to be produced in some regions, supplying the local market. 

Local News 

– Trade in hay has slowed down across most regions which is traditional at this time of year. 

Though those areas seeing extended dry spells are increasing demand which is being met both 

locally and from interstate. 

– Many areas are reporting an intention for large vetch plantings in the next season, to make up 

the shortfall from the failed vetch harvest of last year. 

– Local roads and infrastructure are in serious need of repair and maintenance and these repair 

works are expected to continue for some months, especially in areas hit by flooding events in 

2022. This will have on-going effects on farm businesses. 

– The Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) states that La Niña has weakened in the tropical Pacific 

Ocean and is likely near its end. Ocean indicators of La Niña have returned to neutral levels, 

while atmospheric indicators that remain at La Niña levels have started to weaken. All but one of 

the surveyed international climate models suggest sea surface temperatures in the tropical 

Pacific will remain neutral through autumn; one model is neutral in March and April but touches 

on El Niño thresholds in May. ENSO outlooks extending beyond autumn should be viewed with 

caution as models typically have lower forecast accuracy at this time of year. 

– Buyers are encouraged to feed test and view fodder before purchase to be sure of the quality of 

feed. 

  



 

4 

 

Regional Commentary 

Atherton Tablelands 

– Rain continues to fall across the region, though some areas saw a day or two with only light falls 

of rain. Sunny and drier conditions in the latter part of the week allowed some field and paddock 

work. 

– Large parts of the corn crop in the region are currently being cut for silage and this is expected 

to continue for some time, with the rains providing some excellent growth opportunities. The 

sunny days in the latter part of the week and forecast into the weekend will enable the spraying 

of more disease prone crops such as legumes. 

– Conditions continue to be too variable for growers to be able to bale any substantial amounts of 

pasture grass for hay. There have not been enough consecutive days to allow for drying. There 

is concern around the quality of any hay that will be cut due to the conditions. Seed harvest is 

continuing in the region and there are reports of some limited hay production around Dimbulah 

for local use only. 

– Pastures are green in the region providing plenty of green feed for livestock herds, there is some 

movement of cattle from less good grazing areas into the region for agistment on good pastures. 

Herds have to be rotated more frequently due to the risk of bogging underfoot. 

– Input costs have reduced significantly in the last few weeks with petrol down to around $1.99 per 

litre and fertiliser has steadied at around $900 per tonne. Blended fertilisers are still costing 

around $1,000 to $1,200 per tonne. Liquid fertiliser shuttles while cost effective remain a 

substantial initial outlay.  

– No change to pricing this week and enquiries remain fairly low with the good rains keeping 

pastures green in the region, some movement of hay to the west but nothing that has an impact 

on pricing. There is some concern about the availability and quality of any hay produced locally 

due to the lack of dry sunny days to enable cutting and curing. 

– Pasture (Rhodes Grass) hay: +/-0 ($300 to $400/t). Prices remain steady. 

Please note: Hay in the Atherton Tablelands is traditionally priced at $/bale, so it is important to 

check bale weights for conversion. The price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the 

price range generally indicative of quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of 

fodder before purchase to be sure of the quality of feed. 

Darling Downs 

– Another week of limited rainfall across the region with falls of between 0mm and 5mm of rain. 

Most days were dry but overcast. 

– Continued dry conditions are causing issues with the performance of later sown crops in the 

region, ranging from sorghum to wheat to mung beans, all are looking for additional rains and 

clear sunny days to either germinate well or boost along already germinated crops. 

– Paddock preparation for the next season continues in the region, with areas subject to melon 

holes needing some additional reparation with the flooding requiring more levelling work. 

– Growers in the region are looking for some rain to allow for the sowing of some crops, though 

there are reports of limited dry sowing of oats as growers look to the shrinking window for the 

start of the next season after a late harvest. 
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– Maize plantings in the region continue to show good sustained growth even under difficult 

conditions. Some crops in the far north of the region have already begun being cut for silage and 

this will move through the area as conditions permit. 

– Enquires remain fairly consistent with farmers looking for good quality fodder options to keep 

sheds well stocked, but many having put aside short to mid-term needs. Some farmers are 

already looking towards winter and locking in supplies. Parts of NSW continue to be dry with 

some deliveries being sent across the border. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +5 ($340 to $410/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($490 to $565/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +5 ($140 to $210/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($340 to $385/t) Prices remain steady this week 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

North Coast NSW 

– After a number of dry weeks, rain arrived in the region this week with falls of up to 50mm of rain 

along almost all of the coastal areas and extending inland for some distance, farthest inland had 

lower falls of 20 – 25mm of rain.  

– The recent rainfall has seen a number of crops in the region that were looking to be abandoned 

and turned over for soil health being given some additional boost. However additional rains will 

be needed to keep the crops moving along. 

– Dryland pastures have taken advantage of the rainfall with hope of a burst of green growth with 

follow up sunshine to add to available green feed in the region. Irrigated pastures are continuing 

to provide some green feed. 

– Earlier sown sorghum crops in the region are being sprayed out prior to harvest, some later 

sown crops are still looking for some additional follow up rains and should be harvested in 4-6 

weeks. 

– Reports of feral pigs in the region are increasing with damage being done to fields and pastures. 

– Demand remains steady in the region with the dry pastures driving some enquiries; however 

sufficient on-farm storage from the earlier season is keeping most mixed farmers supplied in the 

medium term. High prices for good quality protein hay are seeing some lower quality moving. 

– Some change to prices this week 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($395 to $435/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: -5 ($520 to $600/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($175 to $250/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +5 ($335 to $395/t). Prices increase this week. 
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Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Central West NSW 

– A return to the dry conditions this week with little to no rainfall recorded across the region, a mix 

of cloudy and sunny days. 

– Ground preparation continues for the next sowing season. Some reports of dry sowing of crops 

for growers who expected to receive rainfall in the forecast last week. For those in the east this 

was a successful gambit, however not all dry sown crops received rain. 

– Hay cutting has pretty much completed in the region, though some irrigated pastures may see 

another cut if sunny days continue. Straw is an on-going production. 

– Sorghum crops in the region are showing some level of growth, not expected to produce a great 

crop, but better than was expected given the sowing conditions it went into. 

– Continued dry conditions in the region are seeing most paddocks under irrigation in order to 

continue pasture growth, some areas in the east that saw some of the recent rains have been 

given a green boost but most pastures are brown and dry. 

– Demand is still relatively high with dry conditions requiring irrigation or supplemental feeding for 

herds in the region. Good quality hay is being sought as well as straw. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +5 ($305 to $345/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($475 to $525/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($160 to $185/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($300 to $320/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Bega Valley 

– Mixed rainfall across the region with the highest rainfall of 25mm of rain close to the Victorian 

border, while the rest of the region saw falls of between 5-10mm of rain, days continue to be 

mostly cloudy. 

– Pasture growth continues to be boosted by ongoing rains, but most quality green feed is still 

coming from irrigated pastures. 

– Calving season has begun for those in the region that run an autumn calving program. 

– Buckwheat crops in the region grown as quick summer crops have shown great growth and 

some grazing opportunities as part of mixed pastures. 

– Some early sowing is commencing in the region for oats, but most are still in preparation for the 

upcoming planting schedule. 



 

7 

 

– Enquiries remain fairly stable with most local farmers feeding from pasture or on-farm stored hay 

and silage. Some supply moving into other parts of the state to meet demand. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($335 to $380/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($510 to $540/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($225 to $275/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: -5 ($350 to $400/t). Prices decrease this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Goulburn/Murray Valley 

– Another week of little to no rain across the region this week with most areas recorded no rain at 

all, and a small rainfall event late in the week of less than 5mm of rain in the east of the region. 

– Hay production continues in the region where weather permits, with little to no rainfall across the 

majority of the region this week, quite a bit of hay was made, though the lack of rains is a cause 

of some concern for pasture growth. 

– Some early pasture seed sowing starting in the north of the region on irrigated land. The 

pastures will need to be monitored with the forecast for less than median rainfall over the next 

few months. Dryland pastures are still awaiting favourable conditions and the autumn break. 

However there are reports of some canola is going in on dryland. 

– Maize crops in the region continue to show good growth and potential, majority of the crop is 

planned for silage. 

– Growers are happy to report the continuing drop in the price of some inputs, especially urea 

which has fallen to around $700 p/t and is expected to continue to drop in price making the 

margins on cash crops more viable in the coming seasons. 

– Enquiries have remained steady with most hay being produced already contracted or being 

offered to known customers. Some excess is moving on to the market, of varying quality. Straw 

is still in good demand but there appears to be sufficient supply. 

– No change to pricing this week 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($300 to $375/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($440 to $505/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($140 to $195/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($320 to $350/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed.  
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Gippsland 

– Another dry week across the region with most areas receiving between 1mm and 5mm of rain. 

Mostly cloudy with limited sunny days. 

– Most pastures in the region are drying out with low rainfall totals continuing. Most mornings have 

some mist depositing limited moisture but usually less than 1mm recorded. Pastures that are still 

providing consistent green feed are exclusively under irrigation.  

– Silage continues to be made in the region with much of it shipping direct from the paddocks to 

end users. With a number of dairy farms in the region supplementing poor pastures with silage 

and hay. 

– Hay production continues in the centre of the region, with stands of Lucerne producing some 

good quality product. Growers are indicating most of this hay is already pre-sold but some 

limited square bales are moving on to the market. 

– Enquiries are beginning to increase, with the drying pastures and low rainfall prompting some 

livestock and dairy producers to look to source additional supply. There is also some concern 

about the availability of winter stocks with much of the produced hay and silage already pre-

contracted. Demand is predominantly from local farmers but some supply is being sent into 

NSW. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +5 ($330 to $370/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($490 to $520/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($135 to $195/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($280 to $320/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Southwest Victoria 

– After some very dry conditions recently, this week saw some good rainfall totals with the coastal 

areas seeing 25-40mm of rain and the inland areas around 20mm of rain. This rain was 

widespread with no parts of the region untouched. 

– Good rainfall this week has boosted the dryland pastures, though most herds are on irrigated 

pastures due to the conditions. The rain has also helped bed in some previously sown pasture 

seed. 

– Corn planted for silage production is showing very good growth and powering along well in the 

region.  

– Fields are being prepped for the next sowing season, as with other regions vetch is being named 

as a crop of choice for a lot of growers. 

– Hay production has slowed down in the region due to the wetter conditions, some cuts are being 

conditioned in the hope of a continued production of hay, but many are being made into silage. 
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– Enquiries continue steady with some good quality green feed still around and many mixed 

enterprises still supplying silage and hay for local on-farm use. It is expected that an extended 

dry spell will see a lift in demand.  

– Some change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($315 to $350/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($445 to $495/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +3 ($135 to $175/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Pasture hay: +5 ($265 to $295/t). Prices increase this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Southeast South Australia 

– Some sporadic rainfall across the region this week with the far south coast and the border with 

Victoria receiving up to 20mm of rain while further inland falls of between 5 – 15mm of rain were 

recorded. 

– Hay and straw continues to be made in the region, with reliance on irrigated paddocks for 

regrowth. Not many cuts are left and most growers are now looking at seeding for the next 

season. 

– Pastures are quite dry in the region with farmers feeding out to the herds; recent rainfall has 

some hope of adding a green blush in those areas where it fell. 

– Cover crop pastures of forage brassica, millet, tillage radish and sunflowers sown in mid-

December have come up well and will be grazed by sheep in the region.  

– Rainfall over the region this week has aided with some dry sown crops, though many of the 

optimistic sown summer crops have become non-viable with growers turning them over. 

– Enquiries continue quite steady this week with interest in straw continuing from specialty and 

livestock producers. High quality hay is difficult to source, with the combination of early 

purchases and dry conditions affecting supply. 

– Some change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($340 to $385/t). Prices remain steady this week 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($430 to $480/t). Prices remain steady this week 

– Straw: +5 ($160 to $195/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($325 to $355/t). Prices remain steady this week 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 
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Central South Australia 

– Some limited rainfall across the region this week, with falls of between 5 – 10mm of rain reported 

across much of the region, but some areas received no rain at all. 

– Field and paddock preparation for the next sowing season is ongoing. There is also some work 

being put in to raise seedbeds and install drainage as the water supply dams are still at quite 

high levels and there is concern about management of outflows when winter rains arrive. 

– Hay and straw continues to be made in limited quantities in the region. 

– Reports of mice in the region are increasing in the region on fields being prepped for the next 

sowing season. Growers are advised to bait early. 

– There are some concerns in regard to availability of some canola varieties with a number of 

growers in the region reporting cancellation of order from suppliers with growers on forward 

contracts having to seek alternate and at times more expensive replacements to meet their 

commitments. 

– Enquiries have steadied this week with producers looking to replace supply that has been fed 

out to herds in the region. Most enquiries are for cereal hay, though some protein hay enquiries 

are coming in. Straw is also in some demand but is being sourced fairly locally. 

– Some change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: +5 ($340 to $395/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($445 to $490/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw +3 ($155 to $205/t). Prices increase this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Southwest Western Australia  

– Another very dry week in the region with no rainfall recorded across the majority of the region, 

some very low falls of less than 5mm of rain in the southern coastal region. High temperatures 

and fire danger warning across agricultural areas. 

– Dry conditions continue in the region with many paddocks browning out. Irrigation is being 

employed to keep some green feed going; most mixed and livestock farmers are supplemental 

feeding. 

– Calving season has started for those dairy and livestock producers who follow an autumn 

calving schedule. 

– Corn crops growing near Caple are showing good growth and promise; they are slated to be 

made into silage for dairy rotation. 

– Pasture seed harvest is ongoing in the region for those growers that produce the product. Field 

and paddock preparation is undergoing for the next sowing season. 

– Enquiries have remained steady this week as the ongoing hot conditions are requiring herds to 

be supplementally fed and reducing some on-farm supply. Some farmers are looking to keep a 

minimum supply level on-farm. Cereal hay is in moderate demand as well as protein and straw. 
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– Some change to prices this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($285 to $320/t). Prices remain steady this week 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($400 to $470/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($115 to $135/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +5 ($200 to $240/t). Prices increase this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed. 

Northwest Tasmania 

– Light to moderate falls of rain across the region this week with most areas seeing 15- 20mm of 

rain, and some inland areas up to 30mm of rain falling. 

– Pastures of forage turnips around Hampshire are providing good feed and are being grazed by 

beef cattle in the region  

– Ongoing rains are keeping the pastures moving along and providing good grazing to dairy and 

livestock, though the lack of sunshine is hampering growth. 

– New season’s straw continues to be produced in the region where conditions are favourable. 

– Grain harvest is still ongoing in the region though most crops have now been harvested and 

fields are being prepared for the next sowing window after a late start. 

– There is some concern from vegetable growers, especially onions and potatoes about the late 

start to sowing and therefore harvest and the conditions being favourable for a good yield. Many 

predict shortages in the domestic market in the coming months as harvest is delayed. 

– Enquiries remain at a low stable position, though there has been some movement of hay across 

the region. Green feed is still supplying herds with good quality forage and the south of the state 

has reasonable stores available, all of which is keep demand stable. 

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($270 to $290/t) Prices remain steady this week.. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($330 to $390/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($150 to $205/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($225 to $250/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 

price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 

quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 

the quality of feed.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Australian Fodder Industry Association (AFIA) is the 

independent, national peak body for Australia’s fodder industry. 

Since our establishment in 1996 our network of members, 

sponsors, supporters and engaged participants has worked for 

over 25 years to help the fodder industry grow 

For more information contact AFIA:  

info@afia.org.au    www.afia.org.au 

PO Box 527 Ascot Vale VIC 3032 

   

This report (including any enclosures and attachments) has been prepared by AFIA  and solely for the purpose for which it is 

provided. Unless we provide express prior written consent, no part of this report should be reproduced, distributed or communicated to 

any third party. We do not accept any liability if this report is used for an alternative purpose from which it is intended, nor to any third 

party in respect of this report. 
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