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NATIONAL SUMMARY 
 
Driving Prices Up 
– Pasture Hay has risen again slightly this week. Clearly there’s more demand as everyone waits 

for the rains to fall – especially in the southern parts of the country where it is still very dry. 

– While there is still local supply in most areas around the country, we are seeing movement of 
hay across borders, primarily to South Australia. Freight costs, therefore, increase the prices 
being paid by those in need. 

Driving Prices Down 

– Nothing is driving prices down this week. However, news of the 10% tariffs to be imposed by the 
USA could have repercussions for fodder if the export meat market drops.  

Local News 
– Rain and storms are spreading across already-flooded QLD and northern NSW as moisture 

feeds a trough. While a low in the east is maintaining hazardous surf on the NSW coast, a high 
is clearing southern NSW, VIC, TAS, SA and southern NT. A front is finally bringing cool winds 
to southern WA. 

– The BoM released their long-range forecast overview last week which indicates the following for 
April to June: 

• rainfall is expected to be within the typical range for April to June across most of Australia, 
but above average across areas of the far north and east, and below average for parts of 
far south 

• warmer than average days are very likely across most of Australia, with an increased 
chance of unusually high daytime temperatures across most of the country 

• warmer than average nights are very likely across Australia, with an increased chance of 
unusually high overnight temperatures nationwide. 

– AFIA Hay Meetup WA – registrations are now open for AFIA’s first regional event of 2025. The 
event is being held at Lake Kimberley Bar & Grill, 680 Cameron Road, York, WA on Saturday 5 
April from 4pm – 6pm. To register your attendance please click on the following link: 
https://afia.org.au/events/  

– Registrations are now open for the AFIA National Fodder Conference being held from 
Tuesday, 22 to Thursday, 24 July 2025, at the Sheraton Grand Mirage Resort, Gold Coast. 
Download the Sponsorship Prospectus from the AFIA website for interested sponsors and 
exhibitors here: https://afia.org.au/events/afia-national-fodder-conference/    

– Red Fire Ant Invasion of QLD and NSW: A new outlier infestation has occurred at Cedarton 
and as a result, the QLD Fire Ant Infested Area has increased in size with additions in Cedarton, 
Commissioners Flat, Bellthorpe, Booroobin, Peachester and Stanmore. 

If you are moving the defined fire ant carriers from the parts of QLD and NSW shown in red, 
orange or yellow on this map, you must comply with the current Emergency Order. 

Hay permit suspension: The Group Biosecurity Emergency Permit, which allows 
movements of hay from specified lower risk areas in the fire ant biosecurity zone of Southeast 

https://afia.org.au/events/
https://afia.org.au/events/afia-national-fodder-conference/
https://dpi.cmail19.com/t/y-l-chdljut-hykdhllhlh-r/
https://dpi.cmail19.com/t/y-l-chdljut-hykdhllhlh-i/
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Queensland under certain conditions, is suspended for one month, effective from 12.30 pm 
Thursday 13 March 2025. 

This follows the NSW Government’s indefinite suspension of turf movement from Queensland 
Fire Ant Infested Areas in November. 

Under the Biosecurity Act 2014, everyone—including individuals and organisations—has a 
general biosecurity obligation (GBO) to take all reasonable steps to prevent the spread of fire 
ants. Fire ant biosecurity zones are also in place to help manage the movement of materials 
known to spread fire ants, such as soil, hay, mulch, manure, quarry products, turf, and potted 
plants. 

– Buyers are encouraged to feed test and view fodder before purchase to ensure the quality of 
feed. 

 

 

REGIONAL COMMENTARY 

Atherton Tablelands 
– Similar to last week, reports locally say the weather has been good to assist with seeding. Daily 

rainfall is still sitting between 1mm to 5mm in most areas, even up to 10mm in others which is 
producing green paddocks. Mareeba, however, received 59.4mm of rainfall on Wednesday this 
week. 

– Daytime temperatures are stilling the high 20s to low 30s with humidity sitting at approximately 
80%. 

– The market is steady and not much is moving given the lush paddocks are providing enough 
feed for grazing. 

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Pasture (Rhodes Grass) hay: +/-0 ($280 to $380/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Hay in the Atherton Tablelands is traditionally priced at $/bale, so it is important to 
check bale weights for conversion. The price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the 
price range generally indicative of quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of 
fodder before purchase to be sure of the quality of feed. 

 

Darling Downs 
– A few showers but mostly sunny across the region with daytime temperatures sitting in the mid 

to high 20s.  

– The region has received a good amount of rain which means there is a full soil moisture profile, 
perfect for winter crops. 

– Reports state that there is good movement of Straw and Lucerne across the region, and there 
is an expectation that demand will increase as the weather cools. 

– Straw and Cereal Hay have bumped up slightly this week due to demand. 

https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2014-007
https://www.fireants.org.au/stop
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– Some change to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: +10 ($360 to $460/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($465 to $515/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +15 ($230 to $290/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($250 to $300/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 

 

North Coast NSW 

– More rainfall again this week right across the region, interspersed with some dry and sunny 
periods.  

– A trough lying over northeast of New South Wales is bringing moderate to locally heavy rain to 
flood watch areas. Localised river level increases and flash flooding are likely within the areas 
of heaviest rainfall. Minor flooding is possible for the Richmond, Wilsons, Clarence, Bellinger, 
and Upper Macintyre Rivers. 

– Reports from growers in the region are wishing the “taps could be turned off”, as the rain has 
impacted soy bean and sugar cane crops due to flooding. Some have paddocks they cannot 
access.  

– There is not a lot of movement of hay at present and pricing remains stable. Several farmers 
are unloading their cattle. 

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($280 to $400/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($400 to $460/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($150 to $250/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($250 to $300/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 
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Central West NSW 
– Mostly sunny weather across the region with daytime temperatures sitting in the low to mid 20s. 

– Winter cropping preparation is underway, and, in some areas, seeding has already 
commenced. 

– The market is holding steady across the region this week. 

– No change to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($270 to $320/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($390 to $470/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($115 to $165/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($270 to $320/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 

 

Bega Valley 

– Sunny conditions across the region with minimal to no rainfall expected. Daytime temperatures 
are sitting in the low to mid 20s. 

– The market is holding steady with not much movement of hay this week; however, preparations 
have begun for the winter harvest season, with some growers dry seeding if possible. 

– No change to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($355 to $415/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($450 to $550/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($215 to $255/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($360 to $430/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 

 

 

 



 

 

The hay report is produced for Dairy Australia by the Australian Fodder Industry Association (AFIA) – the national independent voice for the Australian 
fodder industry which connects the entire supply chain from seed to feed. For further information: www.afia.org.au 

 

7 

Goulburn/Murray Valley 
– Still no real rainfall expected as the conditions remain dry and sunny across the region. 

Daytime temperatures are comfortably sitting in the low to mid 20s. Evening temperatures have 
dropped considerably to the low teens, and we will see them drop down in to single digits over 
the coming weeks. 

– There is movement of hay across the region, and pricing remains steady. There has been a 
slight uplift in Pasture hay this week.  

– On-farm reserves are reducing, and reports state some growers have almost sold all their 
available hay in storage. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($290 to $330/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($390 to $470/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($120 to $150/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Pasture hay: +10 ($280 to $310/t). Prices increase this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of the feed.  

 

Gippsland 
– East Gippsland has cooled down into the high teens to low 20s during the day, with nighttime 

temperatures sitting between 5 – 12 degrees. There are possible light showers expected on 
Friday and Saturday. 

– The conditions in the West and South Gippsland are similar to the East, but some coastal 
showers are predicted.  

– Preparation for the winter season has begun and sowing will commence shortly for many 
across the region. Some have already begun the process. 

– The market remains stable and local with a slight increase again in Pasture hay this week. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($340 to $370/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($460 to $510/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

– Straw: +/-0 ($170 to $190/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +10 ($280 to $310/t). Prices increase this week.  

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced, and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality, with the price range generally indicative of the 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 
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Southwest Victoria 
– More showers are expected across the region on a daily basis. Daytime temperatures are 

sitting in the high teens to low 20s, whereas the nights range from 9 – 13 degrees.  

– The rain is welcome and will help prepare the ground for the winter crops. That said, some 
growers have been cultivating the ground with lime. 

– The market is moving and we are seeing a slight increase in Straw and Pasture Hay this week. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($320 to $360/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($400 to $480). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +10 ($120 to $190/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Pasture hay: +10 ($280 to $320/t). Prices increase this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 

 

Southeast South Australia 
– Possible showers are predicted across most of the south east; however, it will be limited to less 

than 5mm per day.  

– According to the BoM’s three-month rainfall forecast, below average rainfall is expected in 
southern Australia, which is not the outlook growers and farmers need at this crucial time. 

– Reports state that farmers are hand feeding their sheep, which is both a financial and resource 
burden they do not need. 

– Another bump up for Pasture Hay this week while all others remain steady.  

– Some change to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($380 to $430/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($440 to $480/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($160 to $210/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +20 ($300 to $390/t). Prices increase this week.  

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 
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Central South Australia 
– Still dry with no rain in sight. Daytime temperatures are sitting in the mid to high 20s.  

– Dry seeding will commence at the end of April – which has been the case now for the past two 
years.  

– There is not enough subsoil moisture for canola crops, so lentils, wheat and oaten hay are 
preferred by growers.  

– Hay is still selling ex-farm locally, mainly a mixture of hay with a little bit of straw. However, 
reserves are running low due to the increase in demand.  

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($300 to $400/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($410 to $470/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +40 ($180 to $260/t). Prices increase this week.  

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 

 

Southwest Western Australia 
– The export price for hay has lifted a little which is good. The extra “bump” helps to promote the 

growing hay across the region. 
– Reports from one farmer states he is “not concerned about the Trump tariffs as Americans love 

their beef”, and therefore, they will still be importing from Australia to meet demand.  
– Due to a lack of rain in the south, feed lots are going through hay now.  
– Good rains near Lake Grace have allowed the seeding of canola crops to commence.  
– Some growers are getting better pricing on their domestically sold hay than from Exporters due 

to the stringent testing requirements from Exporters. Ensuring you have a good mix of private 
customers and Exporters to sell to ensures better value for growers. 

– The market remains steady again this week as growers prepare for seeding. 
– Some change to pricing this week. 
– Cereal hay: +20 ($220 to $300/t). Prices increase this week. 
– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($400 to $500/t). Prices remain steady this week. 
– Straw: +/-0 ($100 to $160/t). Prices remain steady this week. 
– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($300 to $350/t). Prices remain steady this week. 
Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 
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Northwest Tasmania  
– Continued drizzle with sunny spurts continue across the region. Temperatures are dropping but 

not to frost levels. 

– Reports state that light showers are assisting with new growth, and the market is still stable. 
Product is moving as needed. 

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($220 to $280/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($390 to $440/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($110 to $160/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($235 to $265/t) Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality with the price range generally indicative of 
quality of feed. We recommend feed testing and viewing of fodder before purchase to be sure of 
the quality of feed. 
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The Australian Fodder Industry Association (AFIA) is the 
independent, national peak body for Australia’s fodder industry. 
Since our establishment in 1996 our network of members, 
sponsors, supporters and engaged participants has worked for 
over 25 years to help the fodder industry grow. 

For more information contact AFIA:  
info@afia.org.au    www.afia.org.au 
 

   

This report (including any enclosures and attachments) has been prepared by AFIA  and solely for the purpose for which it is 
provided. Unless we provide express prior written consent, no part of this report should be reproduced, distributed or communicated to 
any third party. We do not accept any liability if this report is used for an alternative purpose from which it is intended, nor to any third 
party in respect of this report. 

 

mailto:info@afia.org.au
http://www.afia.org.au/

